Intracellular parasitism of Legionella and signaling in eukaryotic cells.
In this review the phenomenon of antibacterial activity of phagocytes and its relationship to the general system of signal transduction in eukaryotic cells is examined. Data are reviewed that support the hypothesis that interference in transduction of regulatory signals during microbial invasion could be caused by specific bacterial products and lead to an inadequate bactericidal response, and hence multiplication of the bacteria in a host. In this connection, information concerning virulence factors of the facultative intracellular parasite Legionella is discussed.